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24,433 senior citizens in Massachusetts will get more money                in their Social Security checks due to passage of Senior Citizens                Freedom to Work Act

Washington, DC - Today, the House of Representatives passed HR                5 a bill to repeal the earnings limit that penalizes many Social                Security recipients aged 65-69 who keep on working. The bill passed                the House by a vote 422 - 0 and represents the first major piece                of bipartisan legislation passed this year.              

The earnings limit originated in the 1930's and it remains despite                the vast changes in the economy and the lives of senior citizens                that have taken place over the last 60 years.&nbsp; President Clinton                has pledged to sign the measure if it reaches his desk without extraneous                provisions.              

œThis bill is going to help over 24,000 senior citizens in Massachusetts                who are being penalized for working,” Rep. Olver noted. œIt makes                no sense to penalize senior citizens for participating in the workforce.”              

œI have supported raising the limit in past years and am glad that                Republicans joined Democrats in support of the&nbsp; repeal. This                should be just the first step as part of a&nbsp; broader plan -                one that uses the opportunity of a surplus to extend the life of                Social Security and Medicare and pay down the debt,” Olver commented.              

During two hours of debate, lawmakers from both parties condemned                the Depression-era earnings limit as unfair and outdated.              

Under current law, seniors who claim Social Security benefits before                they reach 69 are subject to a reduction in benefits if they continue                to work.&nbsp; For seniors 65 to 69, benefits are reduced by $1                for every $3 that their earnings exceed the limit - $17,000 in 2000,                rising to $30,000 in 2002 and indexed after that.&nbsp; HR 5 would                repeal this limit entirely, effective immediately.&nbsp; The legislation                would leave intact the earnings limit and penalty for those who                collect Social Security before the age of 65.             
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